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On August 25, Ethiopian Outreach 

Ministry marked its 25 years of ser-

vice among Ethiopians around the 

globe.  

With friends and ministry 

partners gathered to praise 

God for His goodness, to 

reflect on what has been 

accomplished in the 25 

years and share the vision 

for the next decade, it sure 

was a memorable evening 

that brought a much appre-

ciated encouragement to 

the ministry. 

The keynote speaker at the 

celebration, Pastor Steve 

Almquist of Living Word 

Community Church of 

York, PA spoke on the journey he has 

had with Dr. Wogu since the incep-

tion of EOM. He further noted that 

what makes EOM unique is the con-

sistent sound biblical teachings pro-

vided in the past twenty five years 

and the high ethical standard of living 

a life worthy of bearing Christ’s 

name. 

Among those who shared their con-

gratulatory messages and apprecia-

tion of EOM’s diligent service was 

Wehibe Kebede, a long time friend 

and ministry partner from California. 

He shared with the audience his ex-

periences with Melese in the early 

years especially the times he spent 

with Melese on a mission trip to Su-

dan.  On that trip he witnessed how 

God strengthened Melese to tirelessly 

preach, counsel and pray with the 

Ethiopian refugees up until the morn-

ing hours of the night. 

Talking about jetlags, he noted while 

his body required at least two to three 

days to adjust, he remembers how Dr. 

Melese engaged in ministry activities 

right from the time he arrived at the 

camps. That is when We-

hibe started calling Me-

lese “Gashe Biretu” 

meaning “The iron man” 

to express Melese’s 

strength to keep going 

like that in the hot, desert 

refugee camps of Sudan. 

Wehibe emphasized that 

it was all possible be-

cause of the abundant 

grace of God poured 

upon Melese and EOM. 

Two other long time 

friends and ministry partners sent in 

written  congratulatory messages. The 

first one is from Dr. Lemma Degefa 

and his wife Mrs. Shitaye Haile.  

Greetings to EOM and Staff on the 
25th anniversary of EOM 

On the occasion of the Silver Anniver-
sary of the establishment of Ethiopian 
Outreach Ministry (EOM), I want to 
express my warmest congratulations 
to the staff, the Board and partners at 
large. The birth of EOM was the 
greatest and the best institutional gift 
that Ethiopians in the Diaspora re-
ceived in the last fifty years, since 
spiritual revival began in Ethiopia. 
As if it were a divine prophesy, its 
birth was at the exact time this kind 
of ministry was needed. As Christians 
were fleeing the political crisis in 
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DATE: Sat., Oct. 6, 2007 

TIME:  12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
              (Come at your leisure) 
 

LOCATION:  
Eastern Mennonite Missions 
Fellowship Hall 
For directions and additional information, 
please send an e-mail or call EOM’s office.  
 

We appreciate if you send your 
RSVP by Friday, Oct. 5, 2007 

 
(Call, Fax or E-mail) 
Phone: 717-846-2041 

Fax: 717-846-9847 
E-mail: EOM@eomusa.org 

Pastor Steve 
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Mr. Mike Parthree, 
President of EOM’s Board 



 

Ethiopia, EOM came alongside to counsel, equip and guide 
us as we spread all over the world. As the many fruits of 
its ministry bear witness, EOM was truly a timely provi-
sion from God for all Ethiopians abroad in desperate need 

of spiritual, social and 
psychological support.   

Although I knew Dr. 
Melese for many years, 
the first time I got to 
know EOM was in 1984, 
two years after its estab-
lishment. I was working 
in Zambia, southern Af-

rica, at the time. My wife and I were amazed to find a 
Christian Journal, the “AGAPE” Monthly Journal, in 
Amharic, and bearing the name of someone we knew—
Melese Wogu. We quickly  contacted the NY office and 
subscribed to the publications and audio ministries. We 
then attended the annual EOM conferences as a family in 
the late 80s, which gave us further opportunity to meet 
with Melese and the EOM team, most of who were volun-

teers at the time.   

Since then I have watched EOM grow in width 
and depth, serving thousands of Ethiopians at home and 
abroad. Its ministries have grown both in quality and 
quantity—from simple pamphlets, journals and cassettes 
ministries to radio programs, counseling, and Christian 
books. Some of Dr. Melese’s books are bestsellers, even in 
secular bookstores, back in Ethiopia.  

We’ve witnessed EOM’s steady growth from infancy to 
adolescence and now full maturity. It has crossed borders, 
enlarging its circles of service and influence. We thank 
God for all the successes you have achieved as individuals 
and as a team. We admire you for your personal commit-
ment and endurance. We also treasure Misiker and Sossi’s 
dedicated, efficient, high-quality services to Ethiopians 
abroad and back home. Because of all of you, EOM has 
become a unique institution, providing unique pastoral care 
and spiritual enrichment.  

I do not know of any similar Ethiopian ministry. You 
have been a pioneering leader in more than one way, and I 
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At the 25th Anniversary of Ethiopian Outreach Ministry, 
several churches and individuals were given special recogni-
tion for their long-term active partnership in the Lord’s 
work. Please join us in giving thanks to the Lord for these 
partners who have served faithfully for the past fifteen plus 
years. 

Living Word Community Church 
Pastor Steve Almquist 
Pastor Fred Garber and Linda 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Wenger 
Bible Tabernacle Church 
Christ Bible Fellowship 
Grace Bible Church 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
Dr. Lemma Degefa and Ms. Shitaye Haile 
Mr. & Mrs. Shawle Wehibe 
Mr. Wehibe Kebede 
Pastor Tesfa Workneh 
Mr. Addisu Worku 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Snyder 
Mr. Essey Kinfe 
Mr. & Mrs. Fekadu Asrat 

EOM’s work, as it is known to our readers, has been sup-

ported by ministry partners both individual believers and 
churches. The 25-year mark we reached is full of great ac-
complishments because of the prayers, financial support and 
volunteers’ countless hours of participation in various areas 
of ministry needs. It is very difficult to single out a few for 
recognition since we see and accept each and every support 
of one or another kind as a fragrant aroma, an acceptable 
sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. (Philippians 4:18) That is 
why one plaque was designated to recognize all friends and 
partners who made an im-
pact in the past 2½ decades. 
Miss Lois Anderson, a minis-
try partner and a former mis-
sionary to Ethiopia for  17 
years accepted the plaque on 
behalf of all ministry part-
ners recognized.  

The Board members and the 
staff at  EOM want to ex-
press our deepest apprecia-
tion and gratitude to all of you fellow servants of God for 
your faithfulness to fulfill the great commission of Jesus 
through your prayers and sharing your resources, enabling 
EOM to make a great impact in the life of millions of Ethio-
pians around the globe. ���� 
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believe that the best of EOM is yet to come.  While cele-
brating the work of the past twenty-five years, we are also 
excited about what is in store for the next twenty-five years. 
We recently read your quarterly newsletter, which men-
tioned that its future ministry will now turn toward Ethio-
pia proper. Your vision to equip church leaders in Ethio-
pia is very encouraging and makes one feel that the time 
has come for change—and change for the better.  

Leadership training is certainly a timely investment in the 
life and work of the Ethiopian churches. I thank God for 
giving you the insight to fill in this gap—where much effort 
is needed most.  

It is with joy that I mention how proud my wife Shitu and 
I are for having been partners with EOM in what has 
become a global work. We are also very grateful for the 
encouragement and blessings we have received.  We have 
moved several times to different countries since our days in 
Zambia, and EOM has been right there with us in each 
place. I believe this is the kind of comfort from EOM that 
many Ethiopians abroad also enjoy. A BIG THANK 
YOU to EOM, CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN, AND 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!  

With best wishes and abundant grace for the new chapter 
of service ahead, 

Yours in Christ, 

Lemma Degefa and Shitaye Haile  

 

 

The following letter was sent 

from Dr. Tesfa Workneh, pas-

tor of Ethiopian Evangelical 

church in Houston, Texas. Dr. 

Tesfa Workneh and Dr. Melese 

go back over thirty five years 

of friendship and serving God 

together in many occasions. 

Dr. Tesfa was also the speaker 

and teacher at numerous con-

ferences that were organized in 

the early years of EOM.  

Ethiopians around the world celebrated the new year and 

millennium, year 2000 (Ethiopian calendar) on September 

12, 2007 (Gregorian calendar). 

The celebrations, events and other activities that brought 

Ethiopians together certainly created an environment for 

many Ethiopian evangelical churches to share the gospel 

with thousands of Ethiopians from Toronto, Canada to 

Johannesburg, South Africa. We had the privilege of pro-

viding hundreds of witnessing tools, tracts and salvation 

messages.  We praise God for the opportunity to spread 

the gospel. 

In the past, we have received questions from many folks 

why Ethiopia is on a different calendar.  We thought this 

will be a good opportunity to share some of the explana-

tions given by the experts. There are various resources that 

address the difference between the Gregorian and the 

Julian calendars. One source we found on line is   

www.exodus2006.com/cal.htm. There is more at the site 

than what we excerpted here.  

Ethiopia has its own ancient calendar. According to the 
beliefs of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, God created 

the world 5500 years before the birth of Christ. It is 
1994 years since Jesus was born. Based on this time-
line, we are in the year 7494 of the eighth millennium. 
These are referred to as Amete Alem in Amharic or 
"the years of the world". Era of the world dates from 
5493 Ethiopian B.C. 

Ethiopic is not the only calendar in Ethiopia either. The 
works of Enoch had been in Ethiopia and Egypt before 
the times of Moses and on through the times of King 
Solomon and Queen of Sheba. As has been the case for 
Israel, Egypt and Ethiopia have had important roles in 
Biblical History. An Enochian year is completed in 364 
days, Enoch 82:4-7 and Jubilees 6:23-28. More pre-
cisely, a 365-day-solar-year and the 365-year-solar-
cycle appear as a 365-days-and-years single term. 
From the three books of Enoch, a curious 364-day 
length of calendar year lends new insight by reserving 
the last day of the solar year. Ethiopians followed the 
Old Testament before the introduction of Christianity 
(1 Kings 10:1-9). The Arc of the Covenant was brought 
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Dr. Tesfa Workneh 
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to Ethiopia long before Christianity accepted 
the Old Testament and offered worship to God. The 
Oromo people have their own calendar. Bete Israel be-
lieve in the Jewish faith.  

The earliest known date is 4236 B.C.E., the founding of 
the Egyptian calendar. The ancient Egyptian calendar 
was lunar. The solar Coptic calendar, oldest in history, 
originated three millennia before the birth of Christ. 
The exact date of its Egyptian origin is unknown. It is 
believed that Imhotep, the supreme official of King 
Djoser C.2670 B.C. had a great impact on the construc-
tion of the calendar. Historically, ancient Egyptians 
initially used a civil calendar based on a solar year that 
consisted of 365 days only, without making any adjust-
ment for the additional quarter of a day each year. 
Each year had 12 months. The heliacal rising of Sirius 
coincides with the arrival of the highest point of river 
Nile flood at Memphis marking the first day of the 
year. The new year of the ancient Egyptians started 
on Meskerem 1.  This date is an Ethiopian new year sig-
naling the end of Noah's flood. (The Hebrew new years 
also start in Meskerem. The Egyptian solar calendar 
consisted of 12 30-day months with five extra festival 
days at the end of the year. It should be noted that 
the chronology of 3,000 years of Ancient Egyptian his-
tory, by modern Egyptologists, was made possible only 
because the Ancient Egyptians followed the Sothic 
Year of slightly over 365¼ days, i.e. 365.25636 days.) 

The connection between Egypt and Ethiopia from at 
least as early as the Twenty-second Dynasty was very 
intimate and occasionally the two countries were under 
the same ruler, so that the arts and civilization of the 
one naturally found their way into the other. 

The Ethiopian Calendar has more in common with the 
Coptic Egyptian Calendar. The Ethiopic and Coptic cal-
endars have 13 months, 12 of 30 days each and an 
intercalary month at the end of the year of 5 or 6 days 
depending whether the year is a leap year or not. The 
year starts on 11 September in the Gregorian Calendar 
(G.C.) or on the 12th in (Gregorian) Leap Years. The 
Coptic Leap Year follows the same rules as the Gregor-
ian so that the extra month always has 6 days in a Gre-
gorian Leap Year.  

We hope this article has been helpful to answer some of 

your question on Ethiopian calendar. For further read-

ing, please visit The Julian and Gregorian Calendar 

at www.hermetic.ch/cal_stud/cal_art.html    ���� 
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New Millennium… continued  

August 22, 2007 

Dear Mele,  

I would like to take this opportunity, the occasion of 
EOM's 25th anniversary, to recognize the important con-
tributions you have made to the Ethiopian Evangelical 
believers both in Ethiopia and around the world.  

I remember the very first brochure you distributed when 
EOM was established which stated that your short-term 
plan was to acquire Amharic typewriter for the ministry 
while your long-term plan was to give training to Ethio-
pian Evangelical church leaders.  Now, after twenty-five 
years, look at what your dedication and hard work have 
accomplished! There are no words I can think of that 
would even begin to scratch the surface of all how I feel 
in my heart towards your work and what you have 
achieved.  

EOM was the first known Evangelical ministry estab-
lished by an Ethiopian!! The word "Ministry" was a new 
concept among our people. You were criticized by many 
for it. Today, there are hundreds of Ethiopian ministries 
that are established to serve our people in Ethiopia and 
the Diasporas. It amuses me when I see even those who 
criticized you have benefited from your example and have 
established their own ministries. You are the pioneer 
when it comes to establishing a ministry that is dedicated 
to reach out to Ethiopians with the gospel of Christ. You 
have showed the way!  You paid the price so that others 
could follow your example and spread the good news. 

Mele, I am sorry I couldn't be there in person for the occa-
sion, but I would like to say "congratulations," and ex-
press my deepest appreciation for all the work EOM 
stands for.  

May God bless your life as well as the lives of those who 
labor with you.  I wish you a joyous 25th anniversary!  

In His service,  
Tesfa Workeneh, Pastor  
Ethiopian Christians Fellowship Church 
Houston, Texas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EOM appreciates all the support and congratulatory 
messages sent to our office in the past few weeks. 
Thank you for your best wishes and for your desire 
to continue to pray for us and support us as the 
Lord leads. ALL GLORY BE TO OUR GOD!!! 
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Sponsor any day or week of 
radio broadcast.  

 

 - One day broadcast -------- $  60 

 - Three days broadcast ----- $180 

 - One Week broadcast ------ $420 

Reduce Spiritual Hunger!!! 

Books, Bible study booklets, tracts, 
taped teachings and Christian 

Leadership Training resources are 
ready for shipping 

$ 140 per case 
Your Bible study group or 

Sunday School Class 
may consider sending 
ten cases for $1,400 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your gifts are tax deductible. 

For God is not unjust 

to forget your work 

and labor of love 

which you have 

shown toward His 

name, in that you 

have ministered to 

the saints, and do 

minister. 
(Hebrews 6:10) NKJV 

News and Views is a quarterly publication of Ethiopian 

Outreach Ministry.  Board of Directors: Dr. Melese Wogu, 
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Almquist, Secretary, Richard E. Snyder, Treasurer, Paul Hurst, 

Dr. Nelson Lehman, Richard D. Naylor, Shawle Wehibe 


