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�� he grew up in a devout Muslim family in Ethiopia, 
praying five times a day. All she knew until she was 

in her teens was Islam. Her mother died at a young age 
and her father remarried. A total of twelve children were 
raised together. Her name is Asiya.  God started working 
through her schoolmate, whose family is a Christian. 

While she was in Junior High, she and another school-
mate went to her friend’s house on her way back from 
school. There she heard Ethio-
pian music playing on a cassette 
player. Asiya asked, “What kind 
of music is that?” Her friend’s 
older sister, Zufan, who is ma-
ture in her faith, explained to her 
that it was a Christian worship 
song. Asiya didn’t like the tune 
because it didn’t sound like the 
worldly music she listened to. 
Zufan asked her if she was inter-
ested in having a copy of the 
Gideon’s New Testament. The 
other girl accepted the offer and 
took one but Asiya refused. Zu-
fan asked Asiya about her faith, 
but Asiya didn’t understand it 
that well and only knew to go through the rituals. Zufan 
took the time to explain about the Bible and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. What struck Asiya most was a verse Zufan 
read to her right from the Bible that says, “He who has 
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.” (1John 5:12).  

A few weeks passed since Asiya’s exposure to a com-
pletely new kind of relationship with God. One particu-
lar night, she felt a deep desire to read more of that New 
Testament Zufan offered her months ago. The next day 
she asked for one and Zufan gave it to her gladly. The 
problem was when and how she would be able to read 
the Bible living in a devout Muslim family surrounded 

by eleven siblings. She found the bathroom to be the 
best place, and found that the safest time was at night, 
after everyone was sleeping. God captured her heart, and 
she fell in love with Him. She gave her life to Jesus after 
a few weeks of reading the scriptures and with the guid-
ance of mature believers. Through His word and the 
help of Christian friends Asiya’s faith continued to 
grow. 

It was not too long until one of 
Asiya’s sisters found out that she 
was a follower of Christ. She 
gave Asiya such a hard time, 
mistreating her constantly just for 
being a Christian. But she did not 
tell their father. The day her fa-
ther found out, Asiya was beaten 
for being  a “disgrace” to the 
family for abandoning Islam. 
That was the last day she lived 
with her family; she was thrown 
out of the house. Asiya tried to 
live with her sympathetic grand-
mother for a while but that didn’t 
work out. For a number of 
months, she was literally home-

less. She spent many nights at the homes of Christians 
where all-night prayer meetings were held. Finally 
Asiya moved from her town in the Northwest to the 
capital city, where she was able to take refuge at one of 
the evangelical churches. From then on, she continued to 
flourish both in her faith and in her life, pursuing higher 
education and work.  

In 1991, Asiya read one of Dr. Melese Wogu’s books on 
depression and how Christians deal with it. On the cover 
of that book was a picture of Dr. Wogu’s second son, 
Emanuel. She remembers commenting on how hand-
some this young man was. She also remembers many of 

What struck Asiya 
most was a verse 

Zufan read to her right 
from the Bible that says, 

“He who has the 
Son has life; he who 

does not have 
the Son of God 

does not have life.” 
(1John 5:12) 
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Praises… 
 

¨ For God’s guidance in the work He 
assigned us to do, for His continued pro-
vision, for the many prayers offered on 
behalf of EOM, for encouragement we 

received regularly, for the generous hearts and 
hands of EOM’s partners, for successful banquets 
in May and October, for the lives that are touched 
and transformed by the message of the gospel 
around the world, for those thousands of Ethiopi-
ans who drew encouragement and strength from 
His word proclaimed over our radio broadcasts… 
Glory and honor to our God!!!  

 

Please Remember To Pray for… 
 

¨ Brother Melese, who will be traveling to various 
countries to teach, proclaim the gospel, and encour-
age Ethiopian believers. Pray for travel mercies, for 
God’s guidance as he delivers the message from the 
Lord, and for the hearts of those who will be minis-
tered to, that the power of the gospel would touch 
their lives. Travels include France in November and 
various parts of Ethiopia the last week of January 
and during February. 

¨ Pray for a short-term missions team going to Ethiopia 
on January 14 through the 23rd to minister to people 
in the town of Sendafa. This is an ongoing project of 
our local church (Living Word Community Church). 

Pray for safety and a time of service that will honor 
and represent our Lord well.  

¨ For the persecuted Christians in Eritrea. Believers 
still suffer greatly for their faith in Jesus. 

¨ For peace in Ethiopia. Hostilities escalated between 
Christians and Muslims in Ethiopia. According to 
Reuters and many other reliable sources, ten people 
were killed and more injured in a four-day spasm of 
Christian—Muslim violence that started in Jimma (in 
the Western region) on Sept. 15. More than 800 
homes and 3 religious centers were destroyed. Five 
more people died since the violence due to injuries 
sustained in the attacks.  

Pray for the role of the church in these difficult times, 
that it would provide comfort and hope through Jesus 
Christ.  Pray for the Church in the developed coun-
tries for wisdom as to how they can help the churches 
in Ethiopia. 

¨ Continue praying for a full-time program producer 
for our daily radio ministry. Please pray for: 

— God’s provision and His wisdom  

— confirmation about the brother we have in mind 
for the position. 

— his financial support (churches) 

— him and his family, that God would prepare 
their hearts if He wants them here to serve with 
us. 
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Special Thank You...  
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Now you can have your own 
reference library!! On this one CD, there 

are 99 great Christian books (18,746 
pages!!) for your benefit and enjoy-

ment!! 71 books in Amharic, 27 in Eng-
lish, plus 1-3 John in Greek. 

 

 Seven different categories:  
Bible Book Studies Doctrine 
Prophecy Christian Life 
Teacher’s Helps Scriptures 
Church History 
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Welcome to the mobile Lion’s Library!! We believe y ou will 
find this library contains many interesting and val uable 

books. And, we hope that you will not only benefit 
yourself, but that you will pass it on to others as  

well! So, you are free to use this material 
in any way you like. 

And, may God richly bless you!! ����
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the things discussed in the book, which was very help-
ful in her efforts to help many suffering from depres-
sion. 

In late 1996, the Lord opened a door for Asiya to come 
to the United States through her younger brother, who 
was already attending college.  This brother was more 
understanding of her choice to be a Christian.  In less 
than a year, Asiya moved out of her brother’s home and 
began life on her own. Through all of this, God had 
been with her.  

A few years later, she moved to Atlanta, and a new 
chapter of her life started to unfold. In the fall of 2005, 
Emanuel went shopping at the department store where 
Asiya works. Noticing that Asiya looked Ethiopian, 
Emanuel introduced himself. When in the conversation 
he mentioned to her that he was the son of Dr. Melese 
Wogu, she could not 
believe the coinci-
dence. She told 
Emanuel that she had 
read his dad’s book on 
depression and how 
helpful it had been for 
many involved in the 
underground church in 
Ethiopia. What 
Emanuel said at this point probably captured her heart 
the most. He explained that the picture Asiya had seen 
on the cover of that book had been him.  Well, in Paul 
Harvey’s words, now you know “the rest of the story” 
— but not all of it. 

Asiya and Emanuel expressed their affection for one 
another and began dating. On September 9, 2006, in the 
presence of family and friends, they tied the knot at 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta.  

When the pastor asked her who would walk her down 
the isle on her wedding day, Asiya replied, "My father 
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The Gospel and Its Power… Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 6 
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Sponsor any day or week of 
radio broadcast.  

 
 - One day broadcast -------- $  60 

 - Three days broadcast ----- $180 

 - One Week broadcast ------ $420 
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Books, Bible study booklets, tracts, 
taped teachings and Christian 

Leadership Training resources are 
ready for shipping 

$ 140 per case 
Your Bible study group or 

Sunday School Class 
may consider sending 
ten cases for $1,400  

 
 
 

Your gifts are tax deductible. 

News and Views is a quarterly publication of Ethiopian 
Outreach Ministry.  Board of Directors: Dr. Melese Wogu, 
Executive Director, Mike Parthree, President, Rev. Steve 
Almquist, Secretary, Richard E. Snyder, Treasurer, Paul 
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abandoned me when I was young. It is God who raised me and brought 
me to this day. Therefore, He will be the one walking  me down the 
isle. Though what everyone will see is me walking alone, I be-
lieve Jesus will be walking with me all the way to the altar. He will 
give me away to the man He provided for me to marry, the man whom I 
love very much." So, Asiya walked the aisle alone. 

Emanuel and Asiya are grateful for what the Lord has done in their 
lives individually and how He orchestrated their union. Once aban-
doned and disowned by her parents, Asiya now has a Father Who loves 
her unconditionally and cares for her. The power of the gospel is still 
evident. Yes, Asiya has life in every sense, now that she has the Son, 
Jesus. He also blessed her with a husband who loves and cherishes her. 
Blessed be the name of our God!! ��� �  
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